
Date:   June 05, 2003           
 
Present:  Joe Gargano   - Vice President  

Amy Spelde   - Treasurer 
  Fred Stegbauer  - Personnel 
 
Absent: Tina O'Malley   -  President 
 
Guests:  Bob Bortman   Joe Olliges 
  Ralph Petersen   Mike Schiltz   
  Vivian Schings   George Schwamberger 
  Colin Smith 
 
Employees:  Don Bluemel   - Absent 

Becky Breckenfelder 
 
I. Called To Order 
The June 05, 2003 Lost Nation/New Landing River Conservancy District of Illinois meeting was 
called to order by Tina O'Malley at 7:08PM.                                                                           
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 
III. Agenda 
Fred motioned to approve the agenda as written.  Amy seconded the motion.  Motion approved 
unanimously.  [06-03-01] Amy motioned to add F. 23-acre Land Loan Payoff to New Business.  
Fred Stegbauer seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously by roll-call vote.  [06-03-02]   
 
IV. Minutes  
Fred motioned to approve May’s minutes.  Amy seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
unanimously by roll-call vote.  [06-03-03]  
 
V. Treasurer's Report 
This month’s report is the 1st one of this fiscal year.  Amy put the money for Oltmanns under the 
dam section.  For some reason, it didn’t show up on the register.  She paid him a total of $2417, 
$947 for the shoreline improvement and $1470 for the rock at the campground and dam.  Joe 
said that it would need to be identified separately on the report.   The board decided to put the 
$947 under the category Lake & Shoreline Maintenance and the $1470 under the category Land 
and Building.  The report only printed up to May 24th rather than May 31st, so there are some 
payouts that were not listed by line item on the report, however, it doesn’t affect the bottom line at 
all.  Amy will run a corrected report for May and bring it to next month’s meeting.   Fred will give 
Amy a receipt from Custom Machine for their work on the pipes.  Joe asked if the pipes were 
being galvanized and Fred said that the pipes are done.  Fred motioned to approve the minutes.  
Joe seconded it.  Motion approved unanimously by roll-call vote.  [06-03-04]        
 
VI. Board Member Reports  
A.  Tina O'Malley 
     Joe read off Tina’s written report. (See attachment) 
  
B.  Joe Gargano 

1. Dredging 
Joe contacted the Army Corps. on getting the dredging permit.  If he words the cover 
letter that is to be submitted with the request properly, they may be issued a permit for 
maintenance dredging of the two inlets and the silt basin that could be valid for 10 years.   
      

2. LMC Report 



Nothing new at this time 
 

3. Update on Assistance from USDA 
Dan Pierce is working on getting the land surveyed at this time.   

      
 
C.  Amy Spelde 

1. Annual Report Update 
Amy gave the QuickBooks backup to the accountant and she has not heard from them as 
to when to expect it back.   
 

2. Tax Levy 
They received the full amount this year.  They have to wait on annual report from 
accountant.  When they do the tax levy for this year, they have to request enough to make 
sure that they get the full 75 cents again this year.  Amy added that they won’t always give 
you the full amount, the county doesn’t always give the full amount, they’ll give you what 
they think you need.  George Schwamberger commented that if you ask for enough, they 
have to give you the full amount.     
 

3. 2004 Working Budget 
Have to wait on annual report from accountant.   

      
D.  Fred Stegbauer – No Report 

 
VII. Employee Reports 
A.  Don Bluemel – Don purchased safety rings and rope for the two beaches because they were 
not out there and the beaches would have been closed down if they hadn’t been put out within 48 
hours.  We found out later that the old set was in Tina’s garage, however, she was out of town so 
they were inaccessible.  The buoys are at her house as well and also need to be put out.  Ralph 
was wondering if there is an expiration date on the lifesavers and Becky said she will check into 
that.   
 
B.  Becky Breckenfelder 

1. Boat Stickers 
99% of boat stickers have been issued.  Any stickers not issued are because Becky hasn’t 
heard back from the owners.   

 
2. Drainage Standards from 1994 

There was a question from LNPOA secretary as to whether the standards for drainage of 
lakefront properties have stayed the same.  Becky also received a document from the IL 
Dept. of Public Health regarding the slope angle of beaches.  
  

3. Liability at Boat Racks at End of Park Drive 
Insurance company said that neither the RCD nor the LNPOA is responsible for the boats 
should damage occur unless either the RCD or the LNPOA do the damage themselves.  
For example, while an employee is mowing, a rock flies up and damages a boat, the RCD 
would be responsible for it.  The boat owners are storing their boats there at their own risk.   

 
4. DNR Guidelines On Goose Control 

The DNR has no guidelines as to the number of geese that should be present on a certain 
size lake before measures should be taken.  Permits are issued based on the type of 
damage they are causing and only after non-lethal measures have been unsuccessful.   
 

5. Signs 
Becky made changes on beach regulations per the last meeting plus added an advisory 
per the IL Dept. of Public Health regarding sun exposure.  She is waiting for a quote on 



that.  The signs for the other properties are finished and just need frames.  Becky 
recommended that they stain the frames before the signs are put in to make staining a little 
easier.  Joe Olliges said that he thinks that you are supposed to let cedar weather a year 
before you stain it.    

        
VIII. Old Business 

A. Sale of Dredge Update 
The sale of the dredge is complete.  Heartland Pump and Rental wired the RCD $92,000 at 3 
o’clock Tuesday afternoon.  Tomorrow morning, Joe is going to meet with a gentleman from 
Heartland Pump to pick up the dredge and related hardware.  At one point, the deal almost 
didn’t happen, but then on the Friday before Memorial Day, Joe received a call from Heartland 
letting him know that they were still interested in it and wanted to complete the deal as soon as 
possible. Amy added that she would get the commission check for $6440 out to Crisafulli.  The 
RCD will net $85,560 on the deal.  Bob Bortman asked if the trailer that the dredge was on was 
purchased from Oltmanns.  Joe said yes and added that he didn’t think that the Heartland 
wanted the trailer, in fact, Ken Oltmanns is interested in the trailer, perhaps they can barter 
with him by trading work or material for it.  Joe was commended on his work in helping to sell 
the dredge.    
 
B. Update on Signs at RCD Recreation Locations 
Joe would like to have a sign at the campground, stating the rules, for example- This is for the 
use of the property owners and their guests and requires a permit, which must be on the 
vehicle or visible at the site, fires must be attended, no alcohol, etc.  They discussed the burn-
pile and the danger of it being left unattended.  Bob Bortman said that they could probably get 
the verbiage for the sign right off of the ordinance that the RCD passed last year.  Becky will 
get a quote for a sign stating the Campground rules.  Becky is also going to get a quote from 
Bill Sharp to frame out the six signs that were made for the RCD areas.  
 
Ralph Peterson asked why the One-Way and Do Not Enter signs were still not put out because 
at least 5 months ago, they were supposed to be ordered.  He is concerned because the kids 
are out of school now and if someone drives from the opposite direction that people are used 
to, the kids may not see the car and may run out in front of it.  Becky will check to see if Tina 
has already purchased the signs or if she needs to order some.     
 
C. Landscaping Around Lake Court Center – Tabled 
 
D. Update on Boat Racks & Paving at North Beach 
Joe said that Tom Clarey informed the contractor doing the work for Lost Nation that the RCD 
would like to coordinate the paving at the North beach (not to exceed $4000) to coincide with 
Lost Nation’s work.  Joe is hoping that it and the boat racks (which he is building with Joe 
Olliges’ help) will be completed by the end of the month. 

  
IX. New Business 

A. Security for Sundays 
Joe read Tina’s report referencing security (see attachment).   
 
There was an incident at the campground on the Friday night of Memorial Weekend involving 
some young people who were camping without a permit and also had alcohol. Amy asked 
them if they had a permit and they said no, however, the person that they were visiting had just 
left and would be back shortly.  One of the girls said it was a Melissa Turner.  Amy asked them 
and asked them to leave because they didn’t have a permit, however, that if they could get 
one, then there wouldn’t be a problem and they could stay.  The girl then said that, yes, they 
do have a permit, but Amy told them that she had just spoken to the person who issues 
permits and there were no other permits issued, she also informed them that alcoholic 
beverages are not allowed on RCD property and so they needed to leave.  They hesitated in 
leaving, however, when Amy said, “Don’t make me call the sheriff”, they got a little lippy but 



decided to leave.  All of the vehicles left, except for a pick-up.  A short while later the group 
came back and put the fire out, but during that time, they started getting loud and even threw a 
big dumpster type garbage can into the creek there by the campground before peeling out of 
the area with their vehicles.  Becky’s husband, Pete was able to follow them a ways and 
managed to get a license plate # of one of the vehicles.  The same night of the incident, the 
Turner’s were having a graduation party, so there was a registered letter sent to the Turners 
asking them that if the individuals that night were guests or relatives of theirs, to please inform 
them of the ordinances, as those who break the ordinances can be charged with a 
misdemeanor.  George Schwamberger said that he got a call from Vickie and she told him that 
the letter didn’t have the make or license plate # of the vehicle so she was unable to confirm 
whether they were guests of the party or not.   
 
Joe said that another situation that is recurring is that people are fishing across from the Flagg 
Road Silt Basin.  It is posted “No Trespassing” and Joe has asked people in the past  to please 
not fish from out of there, because they would prefer that people stay to the North of Flagg 
Road.  Fred doesn’t have a problem with people fishing there himself, and Joe said that he 
respects Fred’s opinion, however, the RCD has to be consistent in how they are addressing 
the situation.  There is a concern there too because there are some people that are fishing 
there that aren’t residents who aren’t respecting the fishing limits.   
 
Joe said that addressing security would be difficult at this point, until they get the opinion from 
the attorney general.  Fred agreed, adding that he wants to know for sure what they can say to 
people on RCD property.  The property south at the inlet south of Flagg Road is the RCD’s and 
they may not even be able to legally keep non-property owners out of there.  He thinks that 
property owners should be allowed to fish over there, he would even like to slope the shoreline 
and make it more easily accessible.   
 
Fred said that he thinks that it needs to be a group effort and ideally, a program involving both 
associations and the RCD.  Ralph Peterson said that the New Landing side has already said 
no to putting out any money toward security, other that what they have put out in the past, 
which involved the gates.   
 
The board briefly discussed past plans of putting a park at the Flagg Road Silt basin site and 
the pros and cons of that action regarding security.   
  
Joe said that Tina had suggested that when the decision comes down from the attorney 
general that they have a tri-board meeting to discuss the security issue, however, Joe thought 
that that might be a little unwieldy because there would be a lot of people involved.  Instead, he 
thinks a six-member committee, with two people from each POA and two people from the RCD 
to meet a couple times and then go back to their respective boards with their 
recommendations.  Joe feels that it is an ongoing issue and that Don Zack had said that the 
biggest concern for the Lost Nation POA was people using the boat launches on their side.  
Joe said that probably the biggest security concern for New Landing was the campground and 
the dam.  Joe Olliges said that the attorney general is only going to give the RCD their opinion 
– they aren’t going to tell them how to enforce the rules so that problem will still be there.   
 
George Schwamberger said that Vickie Turner had called before their party and said that they 
were having it and that there would be no alcohol, even for the adults.  George feels that Vickie 
should get a letter of apology because he thinks that the letter that was sent accuses her kids 
of being down there drinking without any proof stated in the letter like a make of vehicle and 
license number.  Joe said he might talk to Vickie.   
 
Becky asked if it was too late to file a complaint with the sheriff on the incident, especially 
because of the loss of the trashcan.   It was decided that it was too late and that the whole 
issue is going to be dropped and that they would just chalk it up to experience.  There was 
discussion on who owned the property outside the chain of the campground and how it should 



be addressed with regard to campers.  Bob Bortman asked if the group appeared to be 
underage and Amy said that they looked young, but she is not good at judging age.  She didn’t 
accuse them of being underage, she merely told them that they shouldn’t be there because 
they didn’t have a permit and that there was no alcohol allowed.  They weren’t being loud, 
however, she felt it was necessary to approach them as she doesn’t want them thinking they 
can come back.  She remembers when she first bought property out here and camped there, 
there were guards at the gates on the weekend that would come back to the campground and 
check for permits.  She felt that that was a good security measure.  They discussed what 
should be done in the future and one point was that an RCD member shouldn’t go alone.  Joe 
Olliges added that if a group is rowdy and you suspect alcohol, it may be best to call the 
sheriff.   
 
The board is tabling the security issue until next month.  Joe asked Fred and Amy how they felt 
about a committee, comprised of members from all three entities, being formed specifically for 
the issue of security.  They said that after the opinion from the attorney general, they may be 
open to it.   
 
B. Playground Safety 
Tina received a letter from Carol Masterson, who was concerned with the material that is at the 
playground.  It is full of sharp twigs and sticks that could pose a danger of injury.  Joe Olliges 
noticed it on clean-up day and agreed that it is pretty bad.  They discussed replacing it and the 
cost.  Amy said that they Anne’s charges about $31 for a 1-½ yards.  Bob Bortman also saw 
an ad for playground mulch.  George said that Lost Nation bought a semi-load of playground 
mulch for their playground and we could check with them on where they got it.   
 
C. Julie Smith – Dock Proposal 
The RCD looked at the Smith plans.  The plans for the dock show that it would go 5 feet out, 
be 15 feet wide, and would be cantilevered.  There would be a stone layer above a fabric 
barrier beneath the wood deck, and the job is to be done by Ken Oltmanns.  Amy motioned to 
approve the proposal for a dock by Julie and Colin Smith.  Fred seconded the motion.  Motion 
passed unanimously by roll-call vote. [06-03-05]   
 
D. Beaches 
Fred said that the sand at West beach is about three feet into the lake than where it used to be 
and at North beach, a lot of sand was pushed out.  He would like to hire someone to come in 
with a machine and pull that sand back onto the shore.  They talked about possibly doing it  
when the lake is dropped this fall.  The topic will be tabled until the August meeting.  Joe 
Olliges asked about the status of the tilling they had proposed at the East Boat Landing – Fred 
responded that it would be done this weekend.   
 
E. Shoreline Improvement at Flagg Road Silt Basin 
There is erosion on the shores at the Flagg Road Silt Basin that Fred and Joe observed and 
would like to address in June or July if it is approved.  They want to do some shoreline 
improvement there, similar to the bench that was done at Schings Park so that it will make it 
more accessible for future dredging.  It will reduce the erosion there and prep the site for 
possible dredging that they would like tied in with what they are planning in the fall.  The cost 
of this project would not exceed $7500 and would include excavating, grading, pulling the 
shoreline back and creating a bench, a slope, hauling some of it off-site, and seeding it with 
matting on top for stabilization.   
 
Ralph Peterson asked if the RCD could give some information to the lakefront property owners 
telling them what they can do to help stabilize their own shorelines when the lake is dropped in 
the fall.  Joe said that once he gets the dredging permits he would like to post something in the 
August and September issues of the Ripple informing the lakefront property owners of their 
intentions of lowering the lake and that that would be an opportune time for them to have work 
performed on their property.  Ralph asked if there are engineer recommended plants or 



guidelines for the work that could be done.  Bob said that the ecological study from Broadhead 
has a sheet listing consulting fees for other services that they could provide over and above 
the study – it was suggested that you could get a program plan similar to what Ralph is 
suggesting relatively inexpensively.  Dan Pierce & Peter Barrini both had told Joe that stone 
needs to be put in for protecting the shoreline because vegetation won’t hold the shoreline 
during a heavy rain and flooding event.  Biologs were discussed.  Bob Bortman recommended 
that the RCD get a copy of the report for Ralph so he could see what was recommended.  
Ralph added that he didn’t want to be the only lake front property owner doing something to his 
shoreline.  Fred recommended that they raise it up to $8500 to ensure that they cover 
themselves.  Fred motioned to approve proceeding with Nordman to do the shoreline 
improvement, not to exceed $8500, at the Flagg Road Silt Basin.  Amy seconded the motion.  
Motion approved unanimously by roll-call vote.  [06-03-06] 
 
F. 23-acre Land Loan Payoff 
The beginning balance of the loan was $70,882.  After Amy made a payment out of last year’s 
budget, the balance is $54, 695.27.  The loan is at 5% interest, which comes out to $7.50 a 
day.  Amy recommended that they take the money from the sale of the dredge and pay the 
loan off because they won’t get that kind of interest rate with on it sitting in a bank.  Joe figured 
that they would save over $5000 in interest if they did pay the loan off now.  The loan was 
originally to be paid in three installments, however, there is no penalty if they pay it off sooner.  
Joe asked Fred how he felt about it and Fred said they should pay it off.  Joe said that he 
thought that was Tina’s sentiments as well and he agreed with it to because saving that $5000 
would be a good way to offset the commission that they paid for the dredge.  He added that it 
seemed like a logical financial decision.   
 
Bob Bortman asked how this would impact the statement that is given to the county board 
relative to the budget and levy, moreover, what would be the consequences if, at the end of 
the fiscal year, they have more than they projected and are asking for money - will there be 
any repercussions if they do it?  Joe said that there are areas, like dredging and some 
concrete work, trying to address the water in the basement, that they could spend the money.  
Joe said that once the money is gone, it is gone, they could stick the money in the bank and 
think about it.  Bob was wondering what would happen if they spent the money differently than 
what it was designated for on their budget.  Amy said that the sale of the dredge wasn’t 
accounted for in the budget.   
 
Ralph recommended that they take the $30,000 that is left over from paying off the loan and 
take out the second island while the lake is lowered this fall.  Amy asked Ralph if he was 
talking about using the full 85,000+ that they made on the sale of the dredge for dredging of 
the lake.  Ralph responded that the loan that they have now is at 5%, what happens if they pay 
off the loan and in the future if they need the money for something, the rate has jumped up to 
8%.  Fred cautioned that they want to keep in mind that until the upstream stabilization 
program has been initiated so that the majority of that silt stops coming in, they don’t want to 
spend too much money on dredging.  Ralph asked if they have a financial advisor that they 
can talk to that can recommend what they should do.  Amy said she could call the accountant 
and ask them.  Joe recommended that they table the issue until they are advised by an 
accountant.  Amy motioned that, per the advice of the accountant, she will either pay of the 
loan in full or keep the money for use on dredging and improvements of the lake.  Fred 
seconded the motion.  Motion approved unanimously by roll-call vote.  [06-03-07] 

 
X. Guests/Public Opinion 
Ralph is concerned with the speed of many of the motorists that come through the community, 
especially on Mississippi Drive.  He feels that the next step will be putting in speed bumps.  He 
would also like to see 4-wheelers be required to have numbered flags on them to make them 
more visible and easier to identify.  The board said that those would have to be addressed by the 
Property Owner Associations.  Ralph would like to see it put on the website so that people are 



made aware of the problem.  Joe said that this would be another issue involving security and that 
a 6-member committee may help address that problem.   
Joe asked the guests what they felt about forming a 6-member committee to address security.  
Everyone in the audience agreed. 
 
XI. Adjourn 
Amy motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:46PM.  Fred seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
unanimously by roll-call vote.  [06-03-08] 
 
Next Meeting: July 3, 2003  
 
 
 
June 5 Motion List 
Fred motioned to approve the agenda as written.  Amy seconded the motion.  Motion approved 
unanimously.  [06-03-01]  
 
Amy motioned to add F. 23-acre Land Loan Payoff to New Business.  Fred Stegbauer seconded 
the motion.  Motion passed unanimously by roll-call vote.  [06-03-02]   
 
Fred motioned to approve May’s minutes.  Amy seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
unanimously by roll-call vote.  [06-03-03]  
 
Fred motioned to approve the minutes.  Joe seconded it.  Motion approved unanimously by roll-
call vote.  [06-03-04] 
 
Amy motioned to approve the proposal for a dock by Julie and Colin Smith.  Fred seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed unanimously by roll-call vote. [06-03-05] 
 
Fred motioned to approve proceeding with Nordman to do the shoreline improvement, not to 
exceed $8500, at the Flagg Road Silt Basin.  Amy seconded the motion.  Motion approved 
unanimously by roll-call vote.  [06-03-06] 
 
Amy motioned that, per the advice of the accountant, she will either pay of the loan in full or keep 
the money for use on dredging and improvements of the lake.  Fred seconded the motion.  
Motion approved unanimously by roll-call vote.  [06-03-07] 
 
Amy motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:46PM.  Fred seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
unanimously by roll-call vote.  [06-03-08] 
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