
 
 
 
 
Date:   September 4, 2003        
    
 
Board   Joe Gargano   - Vice President 
Members  Amy Spelde   - Treasurer 
Present:  Joe Olliges   - Secretary 

Fred Stegbauer  - Personnel 
   
Absent: Tina O'Malley   -  President 
 
Guests:  Bob Bortman   Tom Clarey 
  John Kaminski   Karen Kreger 
  Robert Kreger   Dan Nicolini 
  Roger Patterson  Tim Spelde   
    
Employees:  Don Bluemel   - Absent 

Becky Breckenfelder 
Mason Moody   - Absent  
Mike Schiltz 
   

I. Called To Order 
Joe Gargano called the September 4th LNNLRCD meeting to order at 7:00PM.   

 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Agenda 

Joe Olliges motioned to put Amy’s report and the Treasurer’s report at the end of the 
meeting, due to the fact that Amy would be late coming to the meeting.  Fred seconded 
the motion.  Motion passed unanimously by roll-call vote. [09-03-01] Roger Patterson had 
a presentation and a few homeowners had shoreline improvement requests to present. 
Joe G. asked if Joe O. and Fred minded if the guests went first.  Neither of them minded.   

 
1. Roger Patterson - Oak Wilt 
There is a tree at the N. Beach that has the Oak Wilt and Roger is willing to try to treat it 
to see if he can save it.  The tree is away from other oak trees by the 50’ radius, which is 
required to safeguard against other trees becoming contaminated.  Previously, they had 
been trying to treat the trees with magnesium, however, Roger picked up some 
Potassium Manganese, which is supposed to be more effective.  There are a few trees 
that he is treating with this formula, but Roger says only time will tell if it will work.  If there 
are new buds on the tree by November, then they will know if it helped.  Roger said that 
the burn-pile’s ashes need to be hauled away to make room for the trees that they are 
going to be taking down this winter.  Joe G. said that they may be able to let Roger use 
the gravel pit as an alternative site to take the trees to for burning.  However, if Roger is 



holding off until November to dispose of the trees, the pit may be filled by then.  Tom 
Clarey asked Roger if you could obtain the potassium manganese locally or if he got it 
through a special supplier.  Roger said that you have to get it through a special supplier.  
Roger asked if the ingredients were the same as what was in the Alamo product that he 
has read about on-line.  Roger said he didn’t know - they would have to look at the 
ingredients.  Joe O. said he uses Nutra-lite from Farm-and-Fleet and wondered if that 
was the same stuff.  Roger said that the derivative of Nutra-lite is magnesium, so it isn’t 
going to be as effective as the potassium manganese.   
 
Bob Bortman commented about Mr. Poe coming out at New Landing’s expense.  He is 
licensed and trained by the University of Illinois as an arborist and the reason he was 
brought out here and paid $65.00 an hour, was to identify whether they had a problem 
and, if so, the extent of that problem.  After further research on the subject, Bob has 
found that one of the only things that help prevent it is to keep your trees healthy, and in 
this dry weather that we have had, regular sprinkling is important.  He also wanted to add 
that there is no known cure for Oak Wilt at this time.  Roger responded that that is what 
he is trying to discover.  Joe O. mentioned an article in the paper about Oregon sending 
samples of their trees to test for a disease that affects all shade tree and Joe was 
wondering if it was similar to the Oak Wilt.  Roger said that he has that same article at 
home and that it affects Maples.  He said that it might be similar and added that each 
species of tree nowadays has some type of disease that affects it.  Joe G. asked Joe O. 
and Fred how they felt about Roger trying his field-testing on the isolated tree and neither 
Joe nor Fred had a problem with it.   
 
2. Tom Clarey – Shoreline Improvement 
Tom’s shoreline on his property has eroded about 3’ back since his original shoreline 
improvement that he presented, which included stabilizing the shoreline with riprap.  He 
now wants to modify the request to include a 2 ½ - 3’ high block wall with a liner on the 
back side of the wall, hand dredge out into that area and fill in behind the wall, finally 
putting in rip-rap on the outside of the wall.  Joe O. motioned to approve Tom Clarey’s 
amendment to his shoreline improvement request.  Fred seconded the motion.  Motion 
approved unanimously by roll-call vote. [09-03-02] 
 
3. Joe Janatka – Shoreline Improvement 
Joe J. dropped off a dock improvement request to Joe G.  The dimensions of the dock 
are 11’ by 15’ with only 24” going past the shoreline.  Fred motioned to approve Joe 
Janatka’s shoreline improvement request as stated.  Joe O. seconded the motion.  
Motion approved unanimously by roll-call vote.  [09-03-03] 
 
4. Robert and Karen Kreger – Shoreline Improvement 
Joe G. had a conversation yesterday with Mr. Kreger as well as two conversations with 
Ken Oltmanns regarding the Kreger’s improvement.  Joe O. said that he also went over 
there and looked at it.  The length that they were going to run the improvement was about 
200’.  Joe G. asked how wide Ken was going to make the rock and Karen said about 6’.  
Joe G. asked Joe O. and Fred if they had any problems with the shoreline improvement 
request and neither of them did.  Joe G. was concerned with the location of their property 
on the lake; he is afraid that, during high water flow, the stone that they are going to use 
to do their improvement will move.  He asked that, on their way out, they look at the stone 
that is down by the lake court center dock, because it is the same size as what they are 
installing in their improvement.  The rock there is depositing out in the lake, primarily due 
to ice formation in the wintertime.  Joe recommended that they should also go with a 4-1 
slope, especially if they are going with the smaller rock.  This would lessen the amount of 
the stone moving during high water flow or ice impact in the winter.  Karen Kreger said 
that the larger rock would be about $1000 more and they wouldn’t be able to afford the 
improvement if they used the larger rock.  Fred said that at this time the RCD doesn’t 
have a standard requirement on the size of rock used on shoreline improvements, so 



even though they can recommend that certain rock be used, it is up to the homeowner as 
to what they use.  Joe O. motioned to approved the Kreger’s shoreline improvement 
request.  Fred seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously by roll-call vote.  [09-
03-04] Dan Nicolini asked if the RCD would allow them to put a slurry of cement in over 
the stone to keep them in place.  Joe G. said that he wouldn’t see a problem with that, 
however, in a couple years, the ice may break it up.  Joe O. also expressed concern with 
the sandiness of the soil here and whether it would hold up.   
 
5. Fishing Club’s Proposal for Creating A Rock Bed for Fish By North Beach 
Tim Spelde said that the fishing club would like to go 12’ out into the lake out at the North 
Beach where they host the annual fishing derby and drop large rocks to create fish beds 
and breeding areas for fish.  Joe G. was hesitant on putting things into the lake until they 
knew where they were going to hydraulically dredge.  Fred said that if they put it out in an 
area that wouldn’t affect the dredging, say a 10-12’ deep area, and marked it, then he 
wouldn’t be opposed to that, however, he doesn’t think they should put it in the area that 
is only 3’ deep.  Tim said that the fishing club is having a Shabbona sports fisherman 
coming out as a guest speaker for their upcoming meeting – this gentleman is very 
involved in dropping rock at that lake.  The fishing club will bring a proposal for what they 
would like to do for the RCD to decide on next meeting.   
 
Joe O. wanted to go on record to say that the RCD needs to get their ducks in a row 
because in all the meetings that he has sat in on, they have been pushing the smaller 
rocks around the lake.  Joe G. countered that they haven’t been pushing them; rather, 
they have approved the proposals that have been submitted to them (using the smaller 
rock).  Joe O. said that the board has said in the past that they like it and Joe G. agreed.  
Joe O. said that until the board has agreed on a set standard and size of material to be 
used, they can’t suggest using larger rock to people proposing work to be done when the 
size that is in their proposal has been approved in the past.  Joe G. said that he was only 
making the larger rock recommendations to the people tonight for their benefit (due to 
where their property is located).  In other areas around the lake, he wouldn’t have a 
problem with the smaller rock.  Joe O. said that the LMC should be able to go around the 
lake and figure out what areas need a certain mandated size rock.  Joe G. disagreed, 
saying that they can’t do that; they can only make recommendations based on each 
individual proposal.    
 

IV. Minutes 
Fred motioned to approve the August 7th minutes.  Joe Olliges seconded the motion.  
Motion passed unanimously by roll-call vote. [09-03-05] 

  
V. Board Member Reports  

A. Tina O'Malley  
1.  Land Acquisition Update (Lots 12 & 13) 
Tina signed an extension on the purchase of the land since the original agreement to 
purchase was due to expire on August 20th.  She is also waiting to get clear titles 
both pieces of land as they are still in the previous owner’s name and one lot had a 
corrupt deed.  (The note under section 8 where the title and deed discrepancies were 
listed on the Chicago Title Insurance commitment letter states that Kathy should 
provide proof of ownership of purchase.  The closing on the 20th was cancelled due 
to this and Attorney Nye suggested that we get a waiver to section 8).  
Tina had also asked Vickie whether the owner would allow us to use the land before 
we close on the sale, however, Vickie said that the owner is hesitant to allow the 
RCD use of the land prior to closing, especially since she thinks we are a few days 
away from it.  Vickie added that the one exception has been cleared up and they 
should have the other very soon.  Joe G. questioned why the attorney suggested that 
they get a waiver to section 8 when it indicates that there is a corrupt deed. 
 



2. 2004 Annual Report, Tax Levy, and Hearing 
Joe O. motioned to accept the 2004 annual report as presented from the accountant. 
Fred seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously by roll-call vote. [09-03-06]  
 
Joe O. motioned to approve the 2004 tax levy for $228,050 as written.  Fred 
seconded the motion. Discussion ensued about the importance of asking for a large 
amount in a levy to ensure that they get the full .75 that they are allowed. Motion 
passed unanimously by roll-call vote.  [09-03-07]  
 
Amy motioned to hold the 2004 tax levy hearing at 8:00PM on Monday, September 
29th.  Joe O. seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously by roll-call vote.  
[09-03-08] Becky will take the 2004 budget, annual report, and tax levy over to the 
courthouse to be filed.   
      

B. Joe Gargano 
1. Dredging 
The lowering of the lake began Tuesday morning and there is about 6 inches of 
water left to drain.  Dredging is scheduled to start Monday, at about 7:00AM.  Bill 
Nordman installed a temporary drive on lot 18, across from Henry Cachel’s house, 
and they will be starting the removal of the larger island.  If they can complete the 
purchase of the lakefront lots, then they would like to start removing from there next.  
There is far more material in the lake than Joe realized.  Tom Clarey asked how far 
up the channel past the island they intended to go and Joe responded that they 
weren’t planning on going past the island at all.  Ken is going to get in to remove the 
boards next week then they can put in the new pipes that were machined to the 
proper specs.  Tom Clarey asked about the pipes and what made them different from 
the ones that were in last year and whether they were stiffer.  Fred said yes and Joe 
said that that is why they didn’t break last year, even though they are meant to.  Bob 
Bortman asked how many sets of pipes they had and Fred said that they have two 
sets.  Bob also asked if the pipes’ size is certified to the to match the specs. – He 
mentioned that Chris Roby was a metallurgist and may be able to help them.  Amy 
said that her husband works with pipes all the time and she didn’t know, but maybe 
he could do thickness testing.  Becky said that as a machinist, Pete could check the 
thickness too.  Fred will look into it.   
 
Bob Bortman recommended that they post a chart to keep track of the progress of 
the job  (showing how much of the total silt to be removed has been taken out).    
 
2. Update on Assistance from the U.S. Soil & Conservation 
Joe is trying to get Dan Pierce down to lake next week, so that he can see the 
volume of material that enters the lake so that we can emphasize the importance of 
the upstream program that we are putting a lot of hope on.  Fred recommended that 
they videotape the operation too.   

    
C. Joe Olliges – No Report 

 
D. Fred Stegbauer 

1. Personnel   
Joe G. said that Mason is doing a great job and so is Mike.  Joe O. said that the list 
needs to be updated as to who is allowed to use the Menards account.  

  
VII.   Employee Reports – No Reports 
  



VIII. Old Business 
A. Lake Court Playground Improvement 
Tomorrow, 200 cubic yards of play mulch will be put into the lake court center 
playground, which will be more than enough to cover the entire park with 15” of mulch.  
Becky spoke with Jeff and asked him if he could extend the play mulch around the blue 
monkey bars out 2 more feet for safety’s sake, keeping within the dollar amount that the 
RCD approved.  He said that he could extend the entire side out a couple feet and still 
stay within the approved amount.  He will also cut the area between the slide and the 
volleyball field at an angle parallel to the slide and back fill behind it.  Afterward, they can 
have Mason put grass seed down on that filled area.  Becky will be meeting with the truck 
drivers to show them where the mulch needs to go.   
 
B. Parking Improvement at Lake Court Center 
Voted down at the August 13th special meeting. 
 
C. Landscaping Around Lake Court Center 
Voted down at the August 13th special meeting. 
 
D. Lakefront Lots Purchase Update 
Addressed in Tina’s Report 
 

IX. New Business - None 
 
X.        Treasurer’s Report 

Joe O. asked about what they paid under the security section and Amy said that it was 
for the magnets that adhere to their cars.  Joe G. asked what happened to the security 
cameras in the building.  They think that they may have been stolen.  George 
Schwamberger noticed that they were missing and told Joe G. and Becky.  The 
replacement of the cameras is in the budget.  The board will consider possibly replacing 
the cameras and wiring them up in the future.  Joe O. motioned to approve the 
treasurer’s report.  Fred seconded the motion.  Motion approved unanimously by roll-call 
vote. [09-03-09] Amy filed the annual report with the county 
 

XI. Adjourn:  Amy motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:48PM.  Joe O. seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried unanimously by roll-call vote. [09-03-10] 

 
Next Meeting:  September 4, 2003 
 
September 4th Motion List 
Joe Olliges motioned to put Amy’s report and the Treasurer’s report at the end of the meeting, due to the 
fact that Amy would be late coming to the meeting.  Fred seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously 
by roll-call vote. [09-03-01] 
 
Joe O. motioned to approve Tom Clarey’s amendment to his shoreline improvement request.  Fred 
seconded the motion.  Motion approved unanimously by roll-call vote. [09-03-02] 
 
Fred motioned to approve Joe Janatka’s shoreline improvement request as stated.  Joe O. seconded the 
motion.  Motion approved unanimously by roll-call vote.  [09-03-03] 
 
Joe O. motioned to approve the Kreger’s shoreline improvement request.  Fred seconded the motion.  
Motion passed unanimously by roll-call vote. [09-03-04]  
 
Fred motioned to approve the August 7 th minutes.  Joe Olliges seconded the motion.  Motion passed 
unanimously by roll-call vote [09-03-05] 
 
Joe O. motioned to accept the 2004 annual report as presented from the accountant. Fred seconded the 
motion.  Motion approved unanimously by roll-call vote.  [09-03-06]  
 



Joe O. motioned to approve the 2004 tax levy for $228,050 as written.  Fred seconded the motion. 
Discussion ensued about the importance of asking for a large amount in a levy to ensure that they get the 
full .75 that they are allowed. Motion passed unanimously by roll-call vote.  [09-03-07  

 
Amy motioned to hold the 2004 tax levy hearing at 8:00PM on Monday, September 29th.  Joe O. seconded 
the motion.  Motion passed unanimously by roll-call vote.  [09-03-08] 
 
Joe O. motioned to approve the treasurer’s report.  Fred seconded the motion.  Motion approved 
unanimously by roll-call vote. [09-03-09] 
 
Amy motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:48PM.  Joe O. seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously 
by roll-call vote. [09-03-10] 
 


